
Poverty Scholars Program Strategic Dialogue #1 
Re-Igniting the Poor People’s Campaign: 

Finishing the Unfinished Business of Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King 
September 18‐21, 2008 

 
Who Are the Poor?  Why Are We Poor?  The Current Economic Crisis 

Saturday September 20th, 9:30 – 12:30 
 

Theories of Impoverishment and the Current Housing Crisis 
 

Discussion Questions 
 
1. Take on the viewpoint of advocates of the theory of poverty your group is discussing.  From 
this view, how would you understand the cause of the housing crisis?   What’s your diagnosis of 
the problem? 
 
 
2. Again, taking on the point of view your group is discussing, what solutions might you propose 
to the current housing crisis?  What’s your prescription for the problem? 
 
 
3. Now, from your own point of view, how would you critique this theory of poverty?  What are 
its limitations?  What are its assumptions?  What other problems, if any, do you see with it? 
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