
Select Quotes  
from Rev. Dr Martin Luther King Jr. 

 
 
“Of all forms of inequality, injustice in health care is the most shocking and inhumane.” 
 
“We have move from the era of civil rights to the era of human rights, an era  where we  are called 
upon to raise certain basic questions about the whole society. We have been in a reform movement… 
But after Selma and the voting rights bill, we moved into a new era, which must be the era of 
revolution. We must recognize that  we can’t solve our problem now until there is a radical 
redistribution of economic and political power… this means a revolution of values and other things. 
We must see now that the evils of racism, economic exploitation and militarism are all tied 
together…you can’t really get rid of one without getting rid of the others… the whole structure of 
American life must be changed. America is a hypocritical nation and [we] must put [our] own house in 
order.” (May 1967) 
 
“We are called upon to help the discouraged beggars in life's marketplace.  But one day we must 
come to see that an edifice which produces beggars needs restructuring.  It means that questions 
must be raised. And you see, my friends, when you deal with this you begin to ask the question, ‘Who 
owns the oil?’  You begin to ask the question, ‘Who owns the iron ore?’  You begin to ask the 
question, ‘Why is it that people have to pay water bills in a world that's two-thirds water?’  These are 
words that must be said.” (August 1967) 
 
“You know, whenever Pharaoh wanted to prolong the period of slavery in Egypt, he had a favorite, 
favorite formula for doing it. What was that? He kept the slaves fighting among themselves. But 
whenever the slaves get together, something happens in Pharaoh's court, and he cannot hold the 
slaves in slavery. When the slaves get together, that's the beginning of getting out of slavery.” (April 
1968) 
 
"...One unfortunate thing about [the slogan] Black Power is that it gives priority to race precisely at a 
time when the impact of automation and other forces have made the economic question fundamental 
for blacks and whites alike. In this context a slogan 'Power for Poor People' would be much more 
appropriate than the slogan 'Black Power.'" (August 1967) 
 
“The emergency we now face is economic, and it is a desperate and worsening situation. For the 35 
million poor people in America-not even to mention, just yet,the poor in the other nations – there is a 
kind of strangulation in the air. In our society it is murder, psychologically, to deprive a man of a job or 
an income. You are in substance saying to that man that he has no right to exist. You are in a real 
way depriving him of life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness, denying in his case the very creed of 
his society. Now, millions of people are being strangled that way. The problem in international in 
scope. And it is getting worse, as the gap between the poor and the ‘affluent society’ increases.” 
(November-December, 1967) 
 
“The dispossessed of this nation -- the poor, both white and Negro -- live in a cruelly unjust society. 
They must organize a revolution against the injustice, not against the lives of the persons who are 
their fellow citizens, but against the structures through which the society is refusing to take means 
which have been called for, and which are at hand, to lift the load of poverty. There are millions of 
poor people in this country who have very little, or even nothing, to lose. If they can be helped to take 
action together, they will do so with a freedom and a power that will be a new and unsettling force in 
our complacent national life..." (November-December, 1967) 
 


