
                               

    Domestic Workers’ 
         Bill of Rights     

 
 
 
 

““WWEE  HHAAVVEE  AA  DDRREEAAMM  TTHHAATT  OONNEE  DDAAYY,,  
AALLLL  WWOORRKK  WWIILLLL  BBEE  VVAALLUUEEDD  
EEQQUUAALLLLYY..””   

  
David Paterson     Malcolm A. Smith     Sheldon Silver  
Governor      Majority Leader, NYS Senate         Speaker NYS Assembly  
Capitol                                Legislative Office Building              Legislative Office Building  
Albany, NY 12224              Albany, NY 12247                          Albany, NY 12248  
  
Dear Hon. Paterson, Smith, and Silver:  
  
It has been brought to our attention that over 200,000 domestic workers across New 
York State are excluded from key labor laws that most Americans now take for 
granted.  This exclusion leaves domestic workers vulnerable to wages that are low 
and often beneath minimum wage, to work hours and weeks that exceed basic work 
standards with no overtime pay, to no health care or sick pay, and to other grievous 
practices.  This situation is unacceptable.  
  
We, religious leaders from across New York, believe in the universal principles of 
fairness and equality that derive from our diverse traditions.  We assume the 
responsibility of standing up for morals and ethics that, at times, transcend secular 
policies.  We call on the state’s elected officials to guarantee that all workers are 
treated with respect and dignity, and to pass the Domestic Workers’ Bill of 
Rights into law this session.       
  
Most domestic workers are immigrant women of color that came to the shores of New 
York seeking opportunity, which is a rich tradition of our wonderful state.  Let it not be 
under our watch that these same women are exploited and overlooked as second- 
class citizens.  We all share the responsibility of aspiring towards a state that is 
inclusive and just.     
  
The Domestic Workers’ Bill of Rights addresses the longstanding, unfair exclusion of 
domestic workers from labor protections, reflects the unique conditions and demands 
of the industry in which they work, and clarifies employers’ obligations to domestic 
workers.      
  
All people are entitled to legal rights, which reflect and protect the value of their work 
and their integrity.  We hope you will fulfill your responsibility to create a New York that 
is just towards its workers, welcoming and kind to people of all ethnicities, and morally 
astute in policies that benefit us all.  
  
In Faith, 



Rev. David Dyson  
Lafayette Avenue  
Presbyterian Church,  
New York City  
  
Rev. Dr. Robert Graham  
St. Luke African Methodist  
Episcopal Zion Church,  
Buffalo, NY  
 
Rabbi Andy Bachman  
Congregation Beth Elohim  
New York City  
  
Rev. Frances Manly  
First Unitarian Universalist  
Church of Niagara,  
Niagara Falls, NY  
  
Bishop Orlando Findlayter  
New Hope Christian   
Fellowship. New York City  
  
Minister James Mang  
St. Joseph University Church   
Buffalo, NY  
  
Rev. Heidi Neumark  
Trinity Lutheran Church of 
Manhattan, New York City  
  
Msgr. Rollin J. Drabouze  
Holy Innocents RC Church  
New York City  
  
Rabbi Irwin A. Tanenbaum  
Temple Beth Am  
Williamsville, NY  
 
Rev. Krystin Granberg  
Broadway Presbyterian Church, 
New York City  
 
Rev. Drew Ludwig 
Lafayette Ave Presbyterian 
Church, 
Buffalo, NY 
 
Sister Mary Kaiser 
St. Mary of Sorrows 
Buffalo, NY 
 
 
 

Rev. Clinton Miller 
Brown Memorial Church  
New York City 
 
Father Michael Tyson  
Holy Name of Jesus Christ  
New York City  
 
Rev. Elizabeth Nebraski  
St. James Lutheran  
New York City  
  
Father Brian Jordan  
St. Francis Church of Assisi  
New York City  
  
Rev. Earl Kooperkamp  
St. Mary’s Episcopal Church  
New York City  
  
Father Darryl F. James   
Grace Episcopal Church  
New York City  
  
Rev. Victoria L. Moss  
Ridgewood Presbyterian   
Church, Ridgewood, NY  
  
Rev. Merle Showers  
Niagara Frontier City   
Ministries, Buffalo, NY  
  
Rev. Jacqui Lewis  
Middle Collegiate Church  
New York City  
 
Rev. Dr. M. Bruce McKay 
Buffalo, NY 
 
Rev. Gloria Payne-Carter 
St. Philip's Episcopal Church, 
Buffalo, NY 
 
Rev. Alberto Lanzot 
Primera Iglesia UMC 
Buffalo, NY 
 
Deacon Jim Anderson 
Network of Religious 
Communities, Buffalo, NY 
 
 
 

Rabbi Michael Feinberg 
Greater NY Labor-Religion  
Coalition, New York City 
 
Rev. Donna Schaper    
Judson Memorial Church  
New York City  
  
Bishop Michael Garrison  
Episcopal Diocese of WNY  
Buffalo, NY  
  
Minster Yolanda Brown                       
Brooklyn Christian Center  
New York City   
  
William H. Privett  
Regional Coordinator, Pax  
Christi WNY, Co-Chair WNY 
Interfaith Network, Buffalo, NY  
  
Rev. Mieke Vandersall  
Presbyterian Welcome  
New York City    
 
Dr. Rev. Robert L. Brashear  
West-Park Presbyterian Church  
New York City  
 
Rev. Dr. Philius Nicholas  
Evangelical Crusade Church  
New York City  
 
Rabbi Niles Goldstein  
New York City 
 
Rev. Jeff Carter 
Ephesus Ministries  
Buffalo, NY 
 
Rev. Jerome Livingston 
Greater New Life F.G.B.C 
Buffalo, NY  
 
Rev. Joseph Haines 
Harris Hill Mennonite Church, 
Williamsville, NY 
 
Rev. Anthony Trufant 
Emmanuel Baptist Church 
New York City 
 
 
 



Sister Sharon Goodremote 
Catholic Charities 
Buffalo, NY 
 
Herchel Chapman Jr. 
New Hope Baptist Church 
Buffalo, NY 
 
Catherine M Cline 
Justice & Witness Ministry, 
NY Conference United 
Church of Christ 
 
Rev. Alexandra Lusak 
1st United Presbyterian 
Church, Troy, NY 
 
Father Peter Young 
Peter Young Housing, 
Industries & Treatment 
Albany, NY 
 
Rev. James Karpen 
St. Paul & St. Andrew 
New York City 
 
Rev. Paul Ratzlaff 
Universalist Fellowship of 
Huntington, Huntington, NY 
 
Rev. Shirley Chan 
United Church of Christ 
Buffalo, NY 
 
Rev. Thomas W. Goodhue 
Amityville, NY 
 
Rev. Mark Hallinan 
Society of Jesus, NY 
Province, New York City 
 
Rev. Joyce Hartwell 
Artist's All Faith Ministries 
Albany, NY 
 
Imam Samer Alraey 
New York City 
 
Rev. Osagyefo Seku 
Judson Memorial Church 
New York City 
 
Rabbi Blanchard  
New York CIty 
 
 

Rev. Rich Rose 
First Baptist Church 
Ithaca, NY 
 
Msgr. David Gallivan 
Holy Cross Church 
Buffalo, NY 
 
Syed S. Husaim 
Muslim Leaders Council 
New York City 
 
David Easter 
Albany Friends Meeting 
Albany, NY 
 
Edith M. Regan 
Tompkins County Religious 
Task Force 
Ithaca, NY 
 
Richard Goodman 
Religious Society of Friends 
Melville, NY 
 
Rev. N. J. L'Heureux 
Executive Director 
Queens Federation  
of Churches, New York City 
 
Rev. Cass L. Shaw 
Albany Presbytery  
Watervliet, NY 
 
Msgr. Dennis M. Regan 
St. Rosalie’s Church 
Hampton Bays, NY 
 
Rev. Deacon R. Anne 
Auchincloss, Church of the 
Ascension, New York City 
 
Pastor James Sudbrock 
Advent Lutheran Church 
New York City 
 
Rev. James Campbell 
Broadway United Church 
of Christ, New York City 
 
Rabbi Victor S. Appell 
New York City 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Ibrahim Shaykh Abdul-
Malik, Imams Council of New 
York, New York City 
 
Edie Reagan, Justice and 
Peace Coordinator for 
Catholic Charities, Ithaca, NY 
 
Rev Debra Jameson 
FOCUS Churches 
Albany, NY 
 
Larry Gambino 
First Unitarian-Universalist 
Society of Albany  
 
Alan Carpenter 
Cathedral of All Saints 
Albany, NY 
 
Rev. Tom Goodhue 
Long Island Council of Churches 
Hempstead, NY 
 
Rev. John Long 
First Presbyterian Church of Buffalo, 
Buffalo, NY 
 
Sister Aisha H.L. al-Adawiya 
Women in Islam Inc.  
New York City 
 
Rev. Dr. Katrina D. Foster 
Fordham Evangelical  
Lutheran Church 
New York City 
 
Rev. Brian Rotach 
Seneca Babcock 
Buffalo, NY 
 
Rev. Leslie Merlin 
Second Presbyterian Church New 
York City 
 
Imam Talib Abdur-Rashid 
Mosque of Islamic Brotherhood 
New York City 
 
Rev. Dan Schifeling 
Church of the Nativity  UCC 
Buffalo, NY 
 


