
Isaiah 1:1-28 
1  The vision of  Isaiah son of Amoz,  which he saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem in the 
days of  Uzziah,  Jotham, Ahaz,  and Hezekiah,  kings of  Judah.  
 
2 Hear,  O heavens,  and l isten,  O earth;  
 for  the LO RD has spoken:  
I  reared children and brought them up,  
 but  they have rebel led against  me.  
3 The ox knows its  owner,  
 and the donkey i ts  master’s  crib;  
but  Israel  does not  know, 
 my people do not understand.   
 
4  Ah,  sinful  nation,  
 people  laden with iniquity,  
offspring who do evil ,  
 children who deal  corruptly,  
who have forsaken the LO R D,  
 who have despised the Holy One of  Israel ,  
 who are utterly  estranged!  
 
5  Why do you seek further beatings? 
 Why do you continue to rebel?  
The whole head is  sick,  
 and the whole heart  faint .  
6  From the sole  of  the foot  even to the head,  
 there is  no soundness in i t ,  
but  bruises and sores 
 and bleeding wounds;  
they have not  been drained,  or bound up,  
 or  softened with oil .  
 
7  Your country l ies desolate,  
 your cit ies  are burned with fire;  
in your very presence  
al iens devour your land;  
 i t  is  desolate,  as  overthrown by foreigners.  
8 And daughter Zion is  left   
 l ike  a booth in a vineyard,  
l ike  a shelter in  a cucumber f ield,  
 l ike  a besieged city.  
9  I f  the LO R D of  hosts  
 had not  left  us a  few survivors,  
we would have been l ike Sodom, 
 and become l ike Gomorrah.  
 
10 Hear the word of  the Lord,  
 you rulers  of  Sodom! 
Listen to the teaching of  our God,  
 you people of  Gomorrah! 
11 What to me is  the multitude of  your sacrif ices? 
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 says the LO R D; 
I  have had enough of  burnt offerings of  rams 
 and the fat  of  fed beasts;  
I  do not  del ight  in the blood of  bulls ,  
 or  of  lambs,  or  of  goats.  
 
12 When you come to appear before me,  
 who asked this  from your hand? 
 Trample my courts  no more;  
13 bringing offerings is  fut i le;  
 incense is  an abomination to me.  
New moon and Sabbath and call ing of  convocation – 
 I  cannot endure solemn assemblies  with iniquity.  
14 Your new moons and your appointed fest ivals  
  my soul  hates;  
they have become a burden to me,  
 I  am weary of  bearing them. 
15 When you stretch out  your hands,  
 I  wil l  hide my eyes from you;  
even though you make many prayers,  
 I  wil l  not  l isten;  
 your hands are ful l  of  blood.  
16 Wash yourselves;  make yourselves clean;  
 remove the evil  of  your doings  
 from before my eyes;  
cease to do evil ,  
17  learn to do good;  
seek justice,  
 rescue the oppressed,  
defend the orphan,  
 plead for  the widow. 
18 Come now, let  us argue it  out,  
 says the LO R D: 
though your sins are l ike scarlet ,  
 they shall  be l ike snow; 
though they are red l ike crimson,  
 they shall  become l ike wool .  
19 If  you are wil l ing and obedient,  
 you shall  eat  the good of  the land;  
20 but i f  you refuse and rebel ,  
 you shall  be devoured by the sword;  
for  the mouth of the LO R D has spoken.  
 
21  How the faithful  city 
 has become a whore! 
 She that  was full  of  just ice,  
righteousness lodged in her – 
 but  now murderers!  
22 Your si lver has become a dross,  
 your wine is  mixed with water.  
23 Your princes are rebels  

www.povertyinitiative.org 2 



 and companions of  thieves.  
Everyone loves a  bribe 
 and runs after  gi fts .  
They do not  defend the orphan,  
 and the widow’s cause does not come before them. 
24 Therefore says the Sovereign,  the LO R D of  hosts,  the Mighty One of  Israel:  
Ah,  I  wil l  pour out  my wrath on my enemies,  
 and avenge myself  on my foes!  
25 I  wil l  turn my hand against  you;  
 I  wil l  smelt  away your dross as  with lye  
 and remove all  your al loy.  
26 and I  wil l  restore your judges as  at  the first ,  
 and your counselors as  at  the beginning.  
afterward you shal l  be cal led the city  of  righteousness,  
 the faithful  c ity.    
 
27 Zion shall  be redeemed by justice,   
 and those in her who repent,  by r ighteousness.  
28 But rebels  and sinners shal l  be destroyed together,   
 and those who forsake the LO R D shal l  be consumed.  
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Isaiah 5:1-7 
1  Let  me sing for  my beloved 
 my love-song concerning his  vineyard:  
My beloved had a vineyard 
 on a very fert i le  hi l l .  
2  He dug it  and cleared it  of  stones,   
 and planted it  with choice vines;  
He built  a  watchtower in the midst  of  i t ,  
 and hewed out  a  wine vat  in it ;  
He expected it  to yield grapes,   
 but  it  yielded wild grapes.  
 
3  And now, inhabitants of  Jerusalem 
 and people of  Judah,  
Judge between me 
 and my vineyard.  
4 What more was there to do for  my vineyard 
 that  I  have not  done in i t?  
When I  expected it  to yield grapes,  
 why did i t  yield wild grapes? 
 
5  And now I  wil l  tel l  you 
 what  I  wil l  do to my vineyard.  
I  wil l  remove its  hedge,  
 and it  shall  be devoured;  
I  wil l  break down its  wall ,  
 and it  shall  be trampled down. 
6  I  wil l  make it  a  waste;  
 i t  shall  not be pruned or hoed,  
 and it  shall  be overgrown with briers and thorns;  
I  wil l  also command the clouds 
 that  they rain no rain upon it .  
 
7  For the vineyard of  the LO R D of  hosts  
 is  the house of  Israel,  
And the people of  Judah 
 are  his  pleasant  planting;  
He expected justice,  
 but  saw bloodshed;  
righteousness,  
 but heard a cry! 
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Isaiah 6:1-13   
 1  In the year that  King Uzziah died,  I  saw the LO R D sitt ing on a throne,  high and 
lofty;  and the hem of  his  robe f i l led the temple.   2 Seraphs were in attendance above 
him; each had six wings:  with two they covered their  faces,  and with two they covered 
their feet ,  and with two they f lew.   3  And one called to another and said:  
       
"Holy,  holy,  holy is  the LORD of  hosts;  
 the whole earth is  full  of  his  glory."  
 
  4  The pivots  on the thresholds shook at  the voices of  those who called,  and the 
house f i l led with smoke.   5  And I  said:  "Woe is  me! I  am lost ,  for  I  am a man of  unclean 
l ips,  and I  l ive among a people of  unclean l ips;  yet  my eyes have seen the King,  the L O R D 
of  hosts!"  
 
  6  Then one of  the seraphs f lew to me,  holding a l ive  coal  that  had been taken from 
the altar  with a  pair  of  tongs.   7  The seraph touched my mouth with it  and said: "Now 
that  this has touched your l ips,  your guilt  has departed and your sin is  blotted out."   8  
Then I  heard the voice of  the Lord saying,  "Whom shall  I  send,  and who will  go for  us?"  
And I  said,  "Here am I;  send me!"   9  And he said,  "Go and say to this  people:  
 
 ‘Keep l istening,  but  do not  comprehend; 
 keep looking,  but  do not  understand. '  
 10 Make the mind of  this  people dull ,  
       and stop their  ears,  
       and shut their  eyes,  
so that  they may not  look with their  eyes,  
 and l isten with their  ears,  
and comprehend with their  minds,  
 and turn and be healed."  
11  Then I  said,  "How long,  O Lord?" And he said:  
"Until  c it ies l ie  waste 
 without inhabitant,  
and houses without people,  
       and the land is  utterly desolate;  
12 unti l  the LORD sends everyone far  away,  
       and vast  is  the emptiness in the midst  of  the land.  
13 Even i f  a  tenth part  remain in i t ,  
       i t  wil l  be burned again,  
l ike a terebinth or an oak 
 whose stump remains standing 
 when it  is  fe l led."  
The holy seed is  i ts  stump. 
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Isaiah 10:33-11:12  
33 Look,  the Sovereign,  the LO RD of  hosts,   
 wil l  lop the boughs with terrifying power;  
the tal lest  trees  wil l  be cut  down,  
 and the lofty  wil l  be brought low. 
34 He wil l  hack down the thickets  of  the forest  with an ax,  
 and Lebanon with its  majestic  trees wil l  fal l .  
 
1  A shoot shall  come out from the stock of  Jesse,  
 and a branch shal l  grow out of  his  roots.  
2  The spirit  of  the Lord shall  rest  on him, 
 the spirit  of  wisdom and understanding,  
 the spirit  of  counsel  and might,  
 the spirit  of  knowledge and fear  of  the Lord.  
3 His del ight  shall  be in the fear of  the Lord.  
 
He shall  not  judge by what  his  eyes see,  
 or  decide by what his  ears hear;  
4 but  with righteousness he shall  judge the poor,  
 and decide with equity for  the meek of  the earth;  
he shall  strike the earth with the rod of  his mouth,  
 and with the breath of his  l ips  he shal l  ki l l  the wicked. 
5  Righteousness shall  be the belt  around his waste,  
 and faithfulness the belt  around his  loins.  
 
6  The wolf  shal l  l ive  with the lamb,  
 the leopard shal l  l ie  down with the kid,  
the calf  and the l ion and the fatl ing together,  
 and a l i tt le  chi ld shal l  lead them.   
7  The cow and the bear shall  graze,  
 their young shall  l ie  down together;  
 and the l ion shal l  eat  straw l ike the ox.  
8 The nursing child shall  play over the hole  of  the asp,  
 and the weaned child shall  put  i ts  hand on the adder’s  den.  
9 They wil l  not  hurt  or  destroy 
 on all  my holy mountain;  
for  the earth wil l  be ful l  of  the knowledge of  the L O R D 
 as  the waters cover the sea.  
 
10 On that  day the root  of  Jesse shall  stand as a  symbol  to the peoples;  the nations shall  
inquire of  him, and his  dwell ing shal l  be glorious.  
 
11  On that  day the Lord wil l  extend his hand yet  a  second t ime to recover the remnant 
that  his  left  of  his  people,  from Assyria,  from Egypt,  from Pathros,  from Ethiopia,  from 
Elam, from Shinar,  from Hamath,  and from the coast lands of the sea.    
 
12 He wil l  raise a s ignal  for the nations,  
 and wil l  assemble the outcasts  of  Israel ,  
and gather the dispersed of  Judah 
 from the four corners of  the earth.  
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Isaiah 19:18-25 
 18 On that day there wil l  be five cit ies  in  the land of  Egypt  that  speak the language 
of  Canaan and swear al legiance to the LO RD of  hosts.   One of  these wil l  be called the City  
of  the Sun. 
 19 On that day there wil l  be an altar  to  the L O R D in the center  of  the land of Egypt  
and a pi l lar  to the LO R D at  i ts  border.   20 It  wil l  be a  sign and a witness to the LO R D of  
hosts  in  the land of  Egypt;  when they cry to the L O R D because of  oppressors,  he wil l  send 
them a savior,  and wil l  defend and deliver  them.  21  The LO R D wil l  make himself  known 
to the Egyptians;  and the Egyptians wil l  know the L O RD on that  day,  and wil l  worship 
with sacrifice and burnt  offering,  and they wil l  make vows to the LO R D and perform 
them.  22 The LO R D wil l  str ike Egypt,  str iking and heal ing;  they wil l  return to the L O R D,  
and he wil l  l isten to their  supplicat ions and heal  them. 
 23 On that  day there wil l  be a  highway from Egypt to Assyria,  and the Assyrian wil l  
come into Egypt,  and the Egyptian into Assyria,  and the Egyptians wil l  worship with the 
Assyrians.  
 24 On that  day Israel  wil l  be the third with Egypt and Assyria,  and blessing in the 
midst  of  the earth,  25 whom the LO R D of  hosts has blessed,  saying,  “Blessed be Egypt my 
people,  and Assyria the work of  my hands,  and Israel  my heritage.  
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Isaiah 40:1-11 
1  Comfort,  O comfort ,  my people,  
 says your God.  
2 Speak tenderly  to Jerusalem, 
 and cry to her 
that  she has served her term, 
 that  her penalty is  paid,  
that  she has received from the L O R D’S  hand 
 double for al l  her sins.  
 
3  A voice cries  out:  
“In the wilderness prepare a  way for  the LO R D,  
 make straight  in the desert  a  highway for our God.  
4 Every valley shall  be l i fted up,  
 and every mountain and hil l  be made low; 
the uneven ground shall  become level ,  
 and the rough places a  plain.  
5  Then the glory of  the Lord shall  be revealed,  
 and all  people shall  see i t  together,  
 for  the mouth of the LO R D has spoken.”  
 
6  A voice says,  “Cry out!”  
 And I  said,  “What shall  I  cry?” 
All  people are grass,  
 their constancy is  l ike the f lower of  the f ield.  
7  the grass  withers,  the f lower fades 
 when the breath of  the LO R D blows upon it;  
 surely the people  are grass.  
8 The grass withers,  the flower fades;  
 but  the word of our God wil l  stand forever.  
9  Get  you up to a  high mountain,  
 O Zion,  herald of good t idings;  
l i ft  up your voice with strength,  
 O Jerusalem, herald of  good tidings,  
 l i ft  i t  up,  do not  fear;  
say to the cit ies  of  Judah,  
 “Here is  your God!”  
10 See the Lord GO D comes with might,  
 and his  arm rules for him; 
his  reward is  with him,  
 and his  recompense before him. 
11  He wil l  feed his f lock l ike a  shepherd;  
 he wil l  gather the lambs in his  arms,  
and carry them in his  bosom,  
 and gently  lead the mother sheep 
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Isaiah 49:1-26 
1  Listen to me,  O coastlands 
 pay attention,  you peoples from far away!  
The LO RD called me before I  was born 
 While  I  was in my mothers’  womb he named me.  
2 He made my mouth l ike a  sharp sword 
 in the shadow of  his  hand he hid me;   
he made me a polished arrow 
 in his  quiver he hid me away.  
3 And he said to me,  “You are my servant 
 Israel ,  in whom I wil l  be glorified” 
4 But  I  said,  “I  have labored in vain,  
 I  have spent my strength for  nothing and vanity;  
yet  surely my cause is  with the LO R D,  
 and my reward with my God.”  
 
5  And now the LO R D says,   
 who formed me in the womb to be his  servant 
to  bring Jacob back to him, 
 and that  Israel  might  be gathered to him, 
for I  am honored in the sight  of  the Lord,  
 and my God has become my strength – 
6 he says,  
“It  is  too l ight  a  thing that you should be my servant 
 to  raise up the tr ibes of  Jacob 
 and to restore the survivors of  Israel;  
I  wil l  give you as a  l ight  to the nations,  
 that  my salvation may reach to the end of  the earth.”  
 
7  Thus says the LO RD,   
 the Redeemer of  Israel  and his  Holy One,  
to  one deeply despised,  abhorred by the nations 
 the slave of  rulers,   
“Kings shall  see and stand up,  
 princes,  and they shall  prostrate themselves,  
because of  the LO R D,  who is  faithful ,   
 the Holy One of Israel ,  who has chosen you.”  
 
8 Thus says the Lord: 
In a t ime of  favor I  have answered you,  
 on a day of salvation I  have helped you;  
I  have kept you and given you 
 as  a  covenant to the people.  
to  establish the land,  
 to  apportion the desolate  heritages;  
 
9  saying to the prisoners,  “Come out,”  
 to  those who are in darkness,  “Show yourselves.”  
They shall  feed along the ways,  
 on all  the bare heights shal l  be their  pasture;  
10 they shal l  not  hunger or thirst ,  
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 neither scorching wind nor sun shall  strike them down, 
for  he who has pity  on them will  lead them, 
 and by springs of  water wil l  guide them. 
11 And I  wil l  turn al l  my mountains into a  road,  
 and my highways shall  be raised up.  
12 Lo,  these shal l  come from far  away,  
 and lo,  these from the north and from the west ,  
 and these from the land of  Syene.  
 
13 Sing for  joy,  O heavens,  and exult ,  O earth;  
 break forth,  O mountains,  into singing! 
For the LO R D has comforted his  people,  
 and wil l  have compassion on his  suffering ones.  
 
14 But Zion said,  “The LO R D has forsaken me,  
 my LO R D has forgotten me.”  
15 Can a woman forget  her nursing child,  
 or  show no compassion for  the child of  her womb? 
Even these may forget ,  
 yet  I  wil l  not  forget  you.  
16 See,  I  have inscribed you on the palms of  my hands;  
 your walls  are  continuingly before me.  
17 Your builders outdo your destroyers,  
 and those who laid you waste go away from you.  
18 Lift  up your eyes al l  around and see;  
 they al l  gather,  they come to you.  
As I  l ive,  says the Lord,   
 you shall  put  al l  of  them on l ike an ornament 
 and l ike a bride you shall  bind them on.  
 
19 Surely your waste and your desolate places 
 and your devastated land –  
surely now you wil l  be too crowded for your inhabitants,  
 and those who swallow you up wil l  be far away.  
20 The children born in the t ime of  your bereavement 
 wil l  yet  say in your hearing:  
“The place is  too crowded for  me;  
 make room for me to sett le.”  
21 Then you wil l  say in your heart ,  
 “Who has born me these? 
I  was bereaved and barren,  
 exi led and put away – 
 so who has reared these? 
I  was left  al l  alone – 
 where then have these come from?” 
 
22 Thus says the Lord GO D: 
I  wil l  soon l i ft  up my hand to the nations,  
 and raise  my signal  to the peoples;  
and they shal l  bring your sons in their bosom, 
 and your daughters shall  be carried on their  shoulders.  
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23 Kings shall  be your foster-fathers,  
 and their queens your nursing-mothers.  
with their  faces to the ground they shall  bow down to you,  
 and l ick the dust  of  your feet .  
Then you wil l  know I  am the LO R D; 
 those who wait  for  me shal l  not  be put  to shame.  
 
24 Can the prey be taken from the mighty,  
 or  the captives of  a tyrant  be rescued? 
25 But thus says the Lord:  
Even the captives of  the mighty shal l  be taken,  
 and they prey of  the tyrant  be rescued;  
for  I  wil l  contend with those who contend with you,  
 and I  wil l  save your children.  
26 I  wil l  make your oppressors eat  their  own flesh,  
 and they shall  be drunk with their  own blood as with wine.  
Then al l  f lesh shall  know  
 that  I  am the LO R D your Savior,  
 And your Redeemer,  the Mighty One of  Jacob.    
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Isaiah 61:1-9 
1  The Spirit  of  the Lord GOD is  upon me,   
 because the LO R D has anointed me;  
he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed;   
 to  bind up the brokenhearted,   
to  proclaim l iberty to captives  
 and release to the prisoners;  
2 to proclaim the year of  the LO RD’S  favor,  
 and the day of  vengeance of  our God;   
 to  comfort  al l  who mourn;  
3 to provide for  those who mourn in Zion –  
 to  give them a garland instead of  ashes,   
the oil  of  gladness instead of  mourning,   
 the mantle  of  praise  instead of  a  faint  spirit .   
They wil l  be cal led oaks of  righteousness,   
 the planting of  the LO R D,  to display his  glory.  
4  They shall  build up the ancient  ruins,   
 they shall  raise up the former devastations;  
they shall  repair  the ruined cit ies,   
 the devastat ions of  many generations.  
 
5  Strangers shal l  stand and feed your f locks,   
 foreigners shall  t i l l  your land and dress your vines;  
6  but you shall  be cal led priests of  the L O R D;  
 you shall  be named ministers  of  our God; 
you shall  enjoy the wealth of  the nations,  
 and in their  r iches you shall  glory.  
7  Because their  shame was double,  
 and dishonor was proclaimed as their lot ,  
therefore they shall  possess a  double  portion;  
 everlasting joy shall  be theirs.  
 
8  For I ,  the LO R D,  love justice,   
 I  hate robbery and wrongdoing;   
I  wil l  faithfully  give them their  recompense  
 And I  wil l  make an everlast ing covenant with them. 
 
9  Their descendants shall  be known among the nations,  
 and their offspring among the peoples;  
al l  who see them shall  acknowledge 
 that  they are a  people whom the Lord has blessed.  
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Isaiah 62:1-12 
1  For Zion’s  sake I  wil l  no keep si lent,  
 and for  Jerusalem’s sake I  wil l  not  rest ,  
unti l  her vindication shines out  l ike the dawn,  
 and her salvation l ike a burning torch.  
2 The nations shall  see your vindication,  
 and all  the kings your glory;  
and you shall  be cal led by a new name 
 that  the mouth of  the LO R D wil l  give.  
3  You shall  be a crown of  beauty in the hand of  the Lord,  
 and a royal  diadem in the hand of your God. 
4 You shall  no more be termed Forsaken,  
 and your land shall  no more be termed Desolate;  
but  you shall  be called My Delight  Is  in Her,  
 and your land Married;  
for  the LO RD delights in you,   
 and your land shall  be married.  
5  For as  a  young man marries a  young woman, 
 so shall  your builder marry you,  
and as the bridegroom rejoices  over the bride,  
 so shal l  your God rejoice over you.  
6 Upon your walls ,  O Jerusalem,  
 I  have posted sentinels;  
al l  day and al l  night  
 they shall  never be si lent .  
You who remind the LO R D,  
 take no rest ,  
7  and give him no rest  
 unti l  he establishes Jerusalem 
 and makes i t  renowned throughout the earth.  
8  The LO RD has sword by his  r ight  hand 
 and by his  mighty arm: 
I  wil l  not  again give your grain 
 to  be food for your enemies,  
and foreigners shall  not  drink the wine 
 for which you have labored;  
9  but those who garner it  shall  eat  i t   
 and praise  the LO R D,  
and those who gather i t  shal l  drink it  
 in my holy courts.  
 
10 Go through,  go through the gates,  
 prepare the way for  the people;  
build up,  build up the highway,  
 c lear it  of  stones,  
 l i ft  up an ensign over the peoples.  
11  The LO RD has proclaimed 
 to  the end of  the earth:  
Say to daughter Zion, 
 “See,  your salvation comes;  
his  reward is  with him, 
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 and his  recompense before him.” 
12 They shall  be cal led,  “The Holy People,  
 The Redeemed of  the Lord”;  
and you shall  be cal led,  “Sought Out,  
 A City Not Forsaken.”  
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Isaiah 64:1-11 
1  O that  you would tear open the heavens and come down, 
 so that  the mountains would quake at  your presence – 
2 as when fire  kindles brushwood 
 and the fire  causes water  to boi l  – 
to make your name known to your adversaries,  
 so that  the nations might  tremble at  your presence!  
3 When you did awesome deeds that  we did not  expect,  
 you came down, the mountains quaked at  your presence.  
4 From ages past  no one has heard,  
 no ear has perceived,  
no eye has seen any God besides you,  
 who works for  those who wait  for him. 
5 You meet  those who gladly do right,  
 those who remember you in your ways.  
But you were angry,  and we sinned;  
 because you hid yourself  we transgressed.  
6 We have al l  become l ike one who is  unclean,  
 and all  our righteous deeds are l ike a  f i l thy cloth.  
We al l  fade l ike a  leaf ,  
 and our iniquit ies,  l ike the wind, take us away.  
7  There is  no one who cal ls  on your name,  
 or  attempts to take hold of  you; 
for you have hidden your face from us,  
 and have delivered us into the hand of  our iniquity.  
8  Yet,  o  LO R D,  you are our Father;  
 we are the clay,  and you are our potter;  
 we are al l  the work of  your hand. 
9 Do not  be exceedingly angry,  o  LO RD,  
 and do not  remember iniquity forever.  
 Now consider,  we are al l  your people.  
10 Your holy cit ies  have become a wilderness,  
 Zion has become a wilderness,  
 Jerusalem a desolation.  
11  Our holy and beautiful  house,  
 where our ancestors praised you, 
has been burned by f ire,  
 and all our pleasant places have become ruins. 
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