
Poverty Initiative Workshop:  
The History of Social Movements and the Role of the Church 

 
Bible Passages for Small Group Discussion 

 
 
 
Slavery in the Bible 
 
Ephesians 6:5-9 “Slaves, obey your earthly masters with fear and trembling, in 
singleness of heart, as you obey Christ; not only while being watched, and in 
order to please them, but as slaves of Christ, doing the will of God from the heart. 
Render service with enthusiasm, as to the Lord and not to men and women, 
knowing that whatever good we do, we will receive the same again from the 
Lord, whether we are slaves or free. And, masters, do the same to them. Stop 
threatening them, for your know that both of you have the same Master in 
heaven, and with him there is no partiality.” 
 
Galatians 3:27-28 “As many of you as were baptized into Christ have clothed 
yourselves with Christ. There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave 
or free, there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.”  
 
 
Poverty in the Bible 
 
Matthew 26:6-13 “Now while Jesus was at Bethany in the house of Simon the 
leper, a woman came to him with an alabaster jar of very costly ointment, and 
she poured it on him head as he sat at the table. But when the disciples saw it, 
they were angry and said, ‘Why this waste? For this ointment could have been 
sold for large sum, and the money given to the poor.” But Jesus, aware of this, 
said to them, ‘Why do you trouble the woman? She has performed a good 
service for me. For you always have the poor with you, but you will not always 
have me. By pouring this ointment on my body she has prepared me for burial. 
Truly I tell you, wherever this good news is proclaimed in the whole world, what 
she has done will be told in remembrance of her.” 
 
Luke 6:20-21 “Then he looked up at his disciples and said: ‘Blessed are you who 
are poor, for yours is the kingdom of God. Blessed are you who are hungry now, 
for you will be filled. Blessed are you who weep now, for you will laugh.” 
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